NOTES TO SECOND EDITIOK

A. Eecent Contributions to the Problem of the Solar
Parallax.

WE note, first, that since the printing of the first edi-
tion of this book, Mr. Gill has completed the reduction of
his observations upon Mars. The result stated on page
30 remains, however, absolutely unchanged.

In the next place, the observations of the declination
of the same planet, made during the opposition of 1877
at six stations in the northern and southern hemispheres,
have been combined and discussed by Professor Eastman,
of Washington. From all the observations he gets for
the solar parallax a value of 8'98*. Rejecting some of
the most discordant, he brings it down to 8'OS'''. But
the agreement of the individual results is not close, and
the final result can not be considered as of very great
weight, or as throwing much doubt upon that more gen-
erally accepted.

The publication of the results of the transit-of-Venus
observations has gone on slowly. The French have issued
a 'fine volume containing the observations made at their
stations, and some of the Russian and German observa-
tions have also appeared. But no general discussion has
been made, and we have seen no statements how the
photographic and heliometric work comes out, It is natu-
ral to infer, however, that most of the photographic ob-